A HISTORY OF POLAND
for the fullest measure of national life. An army of
80,000 Poles thereupon assembled, and marched on
Moscow with the Grande Armfe. In Lithuania Napoleon
could not succeed in arousing the same enthusiasm as in
his own Duchy of Warsaw. The Lithuanians unfavour-
ably compared his windy and unsubstantial promises
with the clear-cut offer of autonomy made by the Czar
Alexander. Napoleon actually treated Lithuania from
his entrance into the province as hostile territory, and
his army's progress through the country was accompanied
by all the devastation of war.
The French army entered Wilna, the capital, on June
9, 1812, and a deputation from the Diet presented to
Napoleon an address of welcome drafted by himself.
His reply on this occasion was even less satisfactory than
before.   "In my situation," he said, "I have many
interests to conciliate and many duties to perform.   If
I had reigned at die time of the first, second, or third
partitions of Poland, I would have armed all my people
to support you.   I love your nation.   During the last
sixteen years I have seen your soldiers at my side in the
fields of Italy, as well as those of Spain.  I applaud all
that you have done; I will do everything in my power
to second your resolutions. ... I have always used the
same language since my first appearance in Poland.  I
must add here that I have guaranteed Austria the integrity
of her States, and that I cannot authorize any design or
step that may tend to disturb her in the peaceable
possession of the Polish provinces which remain under
her power. Let Lithuania, Samogitia, Witebsk, Polock,
Mohilew, Volhynia, the Ukraine, and Podolia be ani-
mated with the same spirit which I have witnessed in
Great Poland, and Provideace will crown with success
the purity of your cause, and will reward the devotion
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